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Apex court allows GAIL to participate
in tender for Ennore-Tuticorin pipeline

InduBhan

New Delhi, Dec 22; Allowing
GAIL (India) to participate in
thetender process for laying the
Ennore-Thiruvallur-Bengalu-
ru-Puducherry-Nagapattinam-
Madurai-Tuticorin natural gas
pipeline, the Supreme Courthas
asked the Petroleum and Natur-
al Gas Regulatory Board to con-
sider the financial bid of the
state-ownedfirm.

The board had recently dis-
qualified the pipeline firm by
holding it guilty of indulging in
restrictivetradepracticesbypre-
venting shippers like Gujarat
State Petronet (GSPL) the access
of common carrier capacity in

its common carrier pipelineson
reasonableendeavour basis.
Theregulatorbody in Decem-
ber 26 last year had also said
GATL was indulging in discrim-
ination and restrictive trade
practiceand henceliable to civil
penalty of Rs 1 lakh under Sec-
tion 28 of the PNGRB Act, 2006.
However, a bench headed by
Justice J Chelameswar stayed

'1

the board's order, which was up-

held by Aptel in November. “We

deem it appropriate to suspend
theoperation of the communica-
tion dated December 8, 2014, of
thefirst respondent (PNGRB) by
whichthefirstrespondentreject-
edthebidsubmitted by theappel-
lant(GAIL)hereinanddirectthe
first respondent to consider the

bidof theappellantalsoandtake,

Gas regulator recently
disqualified GAIL by
holding it guilty of
indulging in restrictive
trade practices

anappropriatedecisioninaccor-
dancewithlaw.Goes withoutsay-

* Ing that the sald decision would

be subject to the result of the ap-
peal,” it satd, posting the matter
forhearingon Januarys. *
Stating that PNGRB had dis-
missed its plea erroneously and
Inviolatlonof the Act, GAILsaid
there was no provision whereby
arightwasconferredupon GSPL
to seek access of its pipelineson
“reasonableendeavorbasis.” Bes
sides, GAIL hadneverstoppedor
prevented GSPL from book-
ing/blockinganycapacityof nat-
uralgasinthepipeline Itfurther
sald GSPL'scontention that it in-
sisted to execute a GTA for mini-
mum 12months wasincorrect.



